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ABSTRACT

Background: Whole abdominal radiotherapy (WART) is utilized in children, adolescents, and young adults with intra-abdominal
sarcoma, but efficacy and toxicity are uncertain.

Methods: Sarcoma patients diagnosed at <39 years of age between 1998 and 2023 who received WART were identified from a
national registry. Patient and tumor characteristics, treatment, response, and survival outcomes were assessed.

Results: Twenty patients with desmoplastic small round cell tumor (DSRCT) (n = 7), rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS) (n = 6),
Ewing sarcoma, rhabdoid tumor, endometrial stromal tumor (each n = 1), and sarcoma not-otherwise-specified (NOS) (n = 4)
were included. Among 17 patients who received WART as part of upfront therapy, 16 had abdominal metastatic disease (94.1%)
(peritoneal deposits n = 9, malignant ascites n = 8 [including two with both peritoneal deposits and malignant ascites] and liver
metastases n = 1), while one was initially localized. Median WART dose was 22.5 Gy (range: 10.5-30); median kidney and liver doses
were 14.9 Gy (range: 7.7-20.7) and 21.0 Gy (range: 13.1-27.7), respectively. Three patients developed Grade 3 acute toxicity; diarrhea

Abbreviations: 3DCRT, three-dimensional conformal radiotherapy; APPA, anteroposterior and posteroanterior; AYA, adolescents and young adults; CanSaRCC, Canadian Sarcoma Research and
Clinical Collaboration; CI, confidence interval; COG, Children’s Oncology Group; CRS, cytoreductive surgery; CTCAE, Common Terminology Criteria for Adverse Events; CTV, clinical target volume;
Dinax, maximum point dose to target area; DSRCT, desmoplastic small round cell tumor; Dx, diagnosis; Gy, Gray; HIPEC, hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemotherapy; IMRT, intensity-modulated
radiation therapy; NED, no evidence of disease; NOS, not otherwise specified; OS, overall survival; PENTEC, Pediatric Normal Tissue Effects in the Clinic; PFS, progression-free survival; PTV, planning
target volume; RMS, rhabdomyosarcoma; RT, radiotherapy; RT-DICOM, Radiotherapy-Digital Imaging and Communications in Medicine; SMN, second malignant neoplasm; ULN, upper limit of
normal; V95, isodose 95%; VAC/V], vincristine, dactinomycin, cyclophosphamide with vincristine and irinotecan; VDC/IE, vincristine, doxorubicin, cyclophosphamide, ifosfamide, and etoposide;
VMAT, volumetric modulated arc therapy; WART, whole abdominal radiotherapy; WT1, Wilms tumor 1 gene.
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(n = 2) or elevated creatinine (n = 1); two RMS patients developed second malignancies. Two-year overall and progression-free
survival estimates were 100% and 80% (95% confidence interval [CI]: 51.6%-100%) in RMS; 62.5% (95% CI: 32%-100%) and 50% (95%
CI: 22.5%-100%) in DSRCT. Five-year cumulative incidence of abdominal recurrence was 33.3% (95% CI: 11.4%-57.3%) with WART
failure in DSRCT (n = 2) and sarcoma NOS (n = 1). Three patients received WART following relapse; all recurred; two within the

WART field.

Conclusions: WART is well tolerated among young sarcoma patients and provides meaningful local disease control when utilized

in front-line adjuvant therapy.

1 | Introduction

Achieving local control is critical for effective management of
abdominal sarcoma and is particularly challenging in patients
with peritoneal disease dissemination. Retroperitoneal soft tissue
sarcomas are most commonly seen in adults, with the most
frequent types being liposarcoma and leiomyosarcoma [1, 2]. In
children and young adults, different histologies are seen within
the retroperitoneum including extraskeletal Ewing sarcoma,
rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS), and fibrosarcoma [2]. Desmoplastic
small round cell tumors (DSRCT) are rare, aggressive primary
intra-abdominal sarcomas seen in adolescents and young adults
that often present with peritoneal dissemination. They typically
have a pathognomonic reciprocal translocation t(11;22)(p13;q12)
involving the Ewing sarcoma gene (EWS) and the Wilms tumor 1
gene (WT1), and carry an extremely poor prognosis [3].

Peritoneal involvement in sarcoma may occur via primary
intraperitoneal disease, peritoneal deposits, malignant ascites,
or pre- or peri-operative rupture [4, 5]. Patients with peritoneal
dissemination of sarcoma are often treated with whole abdominal
radiotherapy (WART) in an attempt to achieve local control.
Due to dose limitations within the abdomen, typical sarcoma
radiation therapy doses of up to 66 Gy are not feasible. DSCRT are
typically treated with WART at a dose of 30 Gy, followed by boost
radiotherapy (RT) to gross residual disease; however, significant
hematologic and gastrointestinal toxicities have been reported,
along with limited long-term efficacy [3]. WART has also been
used for other pediatric sarcoma histologic types, including RMS
and Ewing sarcoma; however, efficacy data are even more limited
[6, 7]. Current guidelines from the Children’s Oncology Group
(COG) suggest a dose of 24 Gy to the whole abdomen and pelvis
for local control of peritoneal dissemination of pediatric Ewing
sarcoma or RMS [4, 7]. There is concern for acute and late
toxicities given the large field and limited data evaluating its
efficacy in providing local control for sarcoma in the context of
these dose limitations.

To address these knowledge gaps, we aimed to identify pediatric
and young adult sarcoma patients in a Canadian national sar-
coma registry who received WART, with a goal to describe clinical
indications, toxicity, local control, and survival outcomes.

2 | Methods

Seven institutions participated in this national study including
the three largest Canadian pediatric oncology programs (Hospital

for Sick Children in Toronto, Centre Hospitalier Universitaire
Sainte-Justine in Montréal, and British Columbia Children’s Hos-
pital in Vancouver), along with four adult cancer sites (Princess
Margaret Cancer Centre in Ontario, British Columbia Cancer
Centre in British Columbia, Hopital Maisonneuve Rosemont in
Québec, and Tom Baker Cancer Centre in Alberta). Following
institutional research ethics approval, children and young adults
diagnosed with sarcoma at <39 years between January 1, 1998
and May 1, 2023 were identified from the prospectively main-
tained Canadian Sarcoma Research and Clinical Collaboration
(CanSaRCC) national registry. Patients who completed a course
of WART for sarcoma at any time in their cancer treatment were
included. Baseline demographics, tumor histology, WART treat-
ment details (indication, radiation modality, dose, RT treatment
plans in digital RT-DICOM format), acute and chronic toxicity,
response, and survival outcome data were collected. Toxicity was
retrospectively graded per the Common Terminology Criteria
for Adverse Events (CTCAE) version 5 and categorized as acute
(onset <3 months after WART) or chronic (onset >3 months
after WART). For patients whose normal organ dosimetry would
exceed usual tolerances, conformal RT planning was used to spare
the core of the kidneys and liver. At the discretion of the treating
team, a “kidney minus planning target volume (PTV)” or “liver
minus PTV” structure was created and assigned a high priority
optimization goal in the radiation treatment planning system to
minimize mean dose to this structure.

Progression-free (PFS) and overall survival (OS) were estimated
using the Kaplan-Meier method and calculated from start date
of WART to first progression/relapse after WART, death from any
cause, or to date of last follow-up, as applicable. Patients lost to
follow-up or alive at last assessment were censored. To estimate
the cumulative incidence of relapse, both overall and within the
abdominal RT field were estimated, with death prior to relapse
treated as a competing risk. Univariable Cox proportional hazards
models were used to estimate the possible impact of sarcoma type,
WART dose, WART boost, HIPEC, and age category (adult, child)
on survival outcomes. Results are presented as hazard ratios and
corresponding 95% confidence intervals, and p-values. Analyses
were performed using R version 4.3.4.

3 | Results
3.1 | Patient Characteristics
Twenty patients, median age at diagnosis of 14 years (range:

10 months to 35 years), with DSRCT (n = 7; four of whom had
hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemotherapy [HIPEC] following
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TABLE 1
and therapy overview.

| Patient demographics, baseline sarcoma characteristics,

Range or
propor-
Participant characteristics N (n =20) tion
Age (years)
Median age at diagnosis (years) 14 0-35
Sex
Male 12 60
Female 8 40
Sarcoma type
Desmoplastic small round cell 7 35
Rhabdomyosarcoma
Embryonal 3 15
Alveolar 2 10
Anaplastic 1 5
Ewing sarcoma 1 5
Rhabdoid tumor 1 5
Endometrial stromal sarcoma 1 5
Sarcoma NOS 4 20
Tumor genomic aberrations
EWSRI:WTI translocation 5 25
EWSRI translocation NOS 2 10
PAX3:FOXOI translocation 2 10
EWSRI:FLII translocation 1 5
SMARCBI (INT1) deletion 1 5
DICER mutation (heterozygous) 1 5
YWHAE-FAM22 translocation 1 5
None reported 7 35
Primary site
Retroperitoneum 10 50
Kidney 4 20
Pelvis 2 10
Liver 2 10
Uterus 1 5
Head and neck 1 5
Stage at diagnosis
Localized 1 5
Metastatic (by site)
Peritoneal 9 45
Liver 1 5
Lung 1 5
Lymph nodes 1 5
Bone 1 5
Malignant ascites® 1 55
Surgery
Partial resection/excision biopsy 9 45
(Continues)

TABLE 1 | (Continued)
Range or
propor-

Participant characteristics N (n=20) tion

Gross total resection 7 35

No surgery 4 20
Chemotherapy indication

Neoadjuvant 15 75

Adjuvant 5 25
First chemotherapy regimen

VDC/IE 9 45

VAC or VAC/VI 2 10

Doxorubicin/Ifosfamide 2 10

Doxorubicin combination other 7 35

Other therapies

CRS and HIPEC 4 20

Autologous stem cell 1 5

transplantation

Follow-up time from WART
(months)

Median overall 18 0-182
Median RMS 75 4-182
Median DSRCT 14 4-25
Median other histologies 18 0-140

Status at last follow-up

Alive with NED 8 40

Alive with disease 3 15

Died from primary sarcoma 8 40

Died from second malignancy 1 5

Abbreviations: CRS, cytoreductive surgery; HIPEC, hyperthermic intraperi-
toneal chemotherapy; NED, no evidence of disease; NOS, not otherwise
specified; VAC or VAC/VI, vincristine, dactinomycin, cyclophosphamide
with or without vincristine and irinotecan; VDC/IE, vincristine, doxoru-
bicin, cyclophosphamide, ifosfamide and etoposide; WART, whole abdominal
radiotherapy.

2Six patients had malignant ascites as the only site of metastatic disease.

cytoreductive surgery and prior to WART), rhabdomyosarcoma
(RMS) (n = 6), Ewing sarcoma, rhabdoid tumor, endometrial
stromal tumor (each n = 1), and sarcoma not otherwise specified
(NOS, n = 4) were included (Table 1). Ten patients (50%) had
a retroperitoneal primary tumor, and 19 (95%) had metastatic
disease at diagnosis. All patients received chemotherapy, of which
75% was neoadjuvant, and 16 patients (80%) had surgery, of
which five patients achieved RO resections. Among 17 patients
who received WART as part of initial therapy, 16 had abdominal
metastatic disease (94.1%) (peritoneal deposits n = 9, malignant
ascites n = 8 [including two with both peritoneal deposits and
malignant ascites] and liver metastases n = 1), and one was
initially localized but had preoperative rupture (Table 2). For
those receiving WART as part of initial therapy (n = 17), 12 had
no evidence of disease (NED), three had partial response, and
two had stable disease (SD) within the abdomen at the time of
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TABLE 3 | Whole abdominal radiotherapy characteristics, toxicity,

and outcomes.

Range or
propor-
N ((n=20) tion
WART timing
Firstline therapy 17 85
Following first event 1 5
Following >second event 2 10
Abdominal disease status at
time of WART
Stable disease 10
Partial response 4 20
No evidence of disease 12 60
Progressive disease 2 10
WART modality
APPA 3 15
VMAT 1 55
3DCRT 5 25
IMRT 1 5
WART prescription
Median (Gy) 22.5 10.5-30
Daily fraction size, median (Gy) 1.5 1.0-2.0
Dose parameter
WART CTV V95, median (%) 93.9 70-100
WART PTV V95, median (%) 92.5 69-100
WART D,,,,,, median (Gy) 31.3 18-59.5
WART D,,,,, median (%) 109 100-130
Kidney dose, median (Gy)* 14.9 7.7-20.7
Liver dose, median (Gy)* 21.0 13.1-27.7
Boost after WART
Yes 8 40
No 12 60
Acute toxicity (<3 months from
WART)
Diarrhea (CTCAE Grade 3), n 2 9.5
(%)
Elevation of creatine (CTCAE 1 4.8
Grade 3), n (%)
Relapse/progression
post-frontline WART (n = 17)
Inside WART field 3 17.6
Outside WART field 3 17.6
No relapse/progression 1 64.7
Two-year progression-free
survival (%; 95% CI)
Overall WART in initial therapy 66.7 46.6-95.3
(n=17)
(Continues)

TABLE 3 | (Continued)

Range or
propor-
N (n =20) tion
RMS 80.0 51.6-100
DSCRT 50.0 22.5-100
Other sarcoma types 75.0 42.6-100
Two-year overall survival (%; 95%
CI)

Overall WART in initial therapy 79.2 61.2-100
RMS 100 —
DSCRT 62.5 32.0-100
Other sarcoma types 75.0 42.6-100

Abbreviations: 3DCRT, three-dimensional conformal radiotherapy; APPA,
anteroposterior and posteroanterior; CI, confidence interval; CTCAE, Com-
mon Terminology Criteria for Adverse Events; CTV, clinical target volume;
D.x, maximum point dose to target area; Dx, diagnosis; Gy, Gray; IMRT,
intensity-modulated radiation therapy; PTV, planning target volume; ULN,
upper limit of normal; V95, isodose 95%; VMAT, volumetric modulated arc
therapy; WART, whole abdominal radiotherapy.

2Includes all abdominal doses (composite), including boost prescriptions.

WART. An additional three patients received WART following
their first or second relapse, and all had abdominal disease at
the time of WART (n =1 PR, n = 2 progressive disease). Median
follow-up time from the start of WART was 18 months (range:
0-182 months).

3.2 | Radiation Therapy

Among all patients, the median WART prescription dose was
22.5 Gy (range: 10.5-30), with a median 1.5 Gy/fraction (range:
1.0-2.0), and was delivered by VMAT technique in 55% (Table 3).
Eight patients (40%) received an additional boost radiotherapy
dose following WART. Patients received mean kidney and liver
doses of 14.9 and 21.0 Gy (medians), respectively; dose-volume
parameters are presented in Figure 1. Three patients developed
Grade 3 acute toxicity; diarrhea (n = 2) or elevated creatinine (n
= 1). Among those with Grade 3 diarrhea, one received 18 Gy
in 12 fractions WART; the other received 23 Gy WART (1 Gy
per day), with a concurrent pelvic boost to 34.5 Gy (total 1.5 Gy
per day), followed by a sequential focal pelvic boost to 45 Gy
total dose (1.5 Gy per day). The patient with Grade 3 creatinine
elevation had right and left mean kidney doses of 15.7 Gy each
with combined kidney V20, V23, and V28 doses of 33%, 23%, and
4%, respectively. None of the patients with Grade 3 acute toxicity
received HIPEC, either before or after WART. All acute toxicity
resolved by 3 months following WART, and no patients developed
chronic kidney disease, hepatitis, or other gastrointestinal (GI)
toxicity.
3.3 | Outcomes

Eleven patients who had WART for abdominal sarcoma in
upfront therapy never had a relapse; of the six (35%) who did,
three (17.6%) were within the prior WART field (n = 2 DSRCT
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FIGURE 2 | Cumulative incidence of any recurrence (A) or within abdominal RT field (B) following treatment with WART in patients receiving

WART in upfront therapy or at relapse. RT, radiotherapy; WART, whole abdominal radiotherapy.

and n =1 sarcoma NOS). Among the three in-field failures, two
had achieved NED prior to WART initiation, and relapse occurred
at a median of 8.0 months (range: 7.3-9.4 months) post-WART.
Three patients (RMS, DSRCT, and sarcoma NOS, each n =1) who
had residual disease in the abdomen at the time of WART (n =1
SD, n = 2 PR) did not experience later in-field relapse and were
alive with NED at last follow-up (each >2 year follow-up). Two-
year cumulative incidence of any relapse or relapse within the
prior WART field was 33.3% (95% confidence interval [CI]: 11.5%-
57.3%) and 20% (95% CI: 4.5%-43.3%), respectively (Figure 2).
Among the three patients who received WART following initial
relapse, all developed subsequent recurrence; two within the

WART field who relapsed quickly after WART (1.6 and 2.2 months,
respectively).

Among 17 patients who received WART in frontline therapy, 2-
year PFS and OS were 66.7% (95% CI: 46.6%-95.3%) and 79.2%
(95% CI: 61.2%-100%), respectively (Table 3, Figure 3). Among
patients with RMS or DSRCT and WART in upfront therapy,
2-year OS was 100% and 62.5% (95% CI: 32%-100%; p = 0.54),
respectively, and PFS was 80% (95% CI: 51.6%-100%) and 50% (95%
CL: 22.5%-100%; p = 0.37). Sarcoma type, age category, WART
boost, HIPEC, or metastatic disease status were not predictive of
PFS on univariable analyses (Table SI).
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FIGURE 3 | Overall(A)and progression-free (B) survival for all patients who received WART as part of upfront therapy, with denoted 95% confidence

intervals. Overall (C) and progression free (D) survival for patients by sarcoma diagnostic category. RMS, rhabdomyosarcoma; DSRCT, desmoplastic small

round cell tumor; WART, whole abdominal radiotherapy.

3.4 | HIPEC

Four patients, all with DSRCT, received cytoreductive surgery
and HIPEC at three cancer sites (two adult sites). All HIPEC
was administered after cytoreductive surgery (CRS) in upfront
therapy at a median of 51 days (range: 41-59 days) prior to WART
in recent years (2022-2023). All patients achieved NED prior to
WART, and none had subsequent intra-abdominal recurrence,
though one relapsed outside the abdomen. All remain alive at last
follow-up; two have no evidence of disease.

Two RMS patients, neither of whom received HIPEC, developed
second malignant neoplasms (SMN) at 15 months (acute lym-
phoblastic leukemia) and 133 months (high-grade bladder cancer)
after sarcoma diagnosis. Both had received prior chemotherapy
for their RMS, and neither had undergone germline cancer
predisposition testing.

4 | Discussion
In this national study, we demonstrate the efficacy of WART when

utilized as part of upfront therapy for children and young adults
with abdominal sarcoma. The utility of WART seems to be highest

when used in the adjuvant setting, whereas no patient who
received WART as a salvage treatment post-recurrence achieved
disease control. The 2-year cumulative incidence of WART failure
(recurrence within prior WART field) was only 20% for those
receiving it during upfront therapy. No patient with RMS had a
recurrence within the prior WART field, while patients with other
histologies who had WART in-field failure progressed within the
first year post RT. Although five patients had residual evidence of
disease following neoadjuvant therapy and prior to WART (n = 2
SD, n =3 PR), only one patient (DSCRT) had a subsequent in-field
relapse, one had a relapse outside the WART field and three had
no evidence of disease at last follow-up. .

The role of WART has been best studied in patients with DSRCT.
In a French study of 107 patients, 37 received postoperative RT,
of which 26 patients received WART [8]. Median PFS was 22.4
versus 8.6 months for patients who received WART versus focal
RT, respectively. However, there was no association of total dose
level or boost RT with survival outcomes. Casey et al. reported
a case series of 10 patients (seven RMS; DSRCT excluded) with
100% PFS and OS at a median follow-up of 4 years [4]. Indeed, this
mirrors our experience, with the poorest survival among patients
with DSRCT, whereas children with other sarcomas (including
RMS) have numerically better survival. Our data support the
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role of WART in children with abdominal dissemination of
sarcoma.

We observed a low incidence of acute toxicity. A study of 21
individuals from Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center with
DSRCT demonstrated high incidences of high-grade toxicity,
including one-third of patients who developed small bowel
obstruction [3]. We posit that the high incidence of toxicity may
be due to older RT techniques used to deliver a prescription
of 30 Gy, whereas our cohort includes patients predominantly
treated with conformal, three-dimensional VMAT or IMRT to
doses of 30 Gy or less [9]. We describe two patients, both with
RMS, who developed SMNSs. As they both had prior chemother-
apy with alkylating agents and neither had documented cancer
predisposition testing, it is difficult to know how much WART
may have additionally contributed to this risk. Few cases of SMN
following WART for sarcoma have been described [3], though
this is a recognized late toxicity in other settings, such as ovarian
cancer, in which WART is utilized [10].

Given the small number of toxicity events, we were unable
to report dose-volume parameters to organs-at-risk associated
with organ toxicity. However, our data affirm the feasibility
of using conformal RT techniques, such as VMAT, to “carve
out” liver and kidney parenchyma to minimize doses to these
organs. Furthermore, we provide dose-volume parameters to
guide radiation oncologists when designing WART RT plans
based on a benchmark dataset with a low observed incidence of
kidney toxicity and no hepatic toxicity.

Our data demonstrated that mean kidney doses of 14-15 Gy result
in a low risk of toxicity. This adds to data from the Pediatric
Normal Tissue Effects in the Clinic (PENTEC) collaboration,
which found that the toxicity of 10.5 Gy to the whole kidney (with
WART) and total body irradiation of 12 Gy to also be low [11].
Importantly, the patients in our WART cohort had heterogeneous
dose distributions to the kidney, with higher doses along the renal
cortex but lower doses in the core of the kidney. It should be noted
that the toxicity profile of a uniform 14-15 Gy to the kidney may
differ from our results.

Similarly, patients in this cohort had mean liver doses of approxi-
mately 21 Gy. In the PENTEC analysis, a mean liver dose of 20 Gy
to the whole liver led to a modeled risk of 14.5% of sinusoidal
obstructive syndrome [12]. Data used in the PENTEC study were
derived predominantly from Wilms, leukemia, and lymphoma
patients who typically receive homogeneous dose distributions to
large volumes of liver; no dedicated data from sarcoma patients
were available. In our present data, we did not observe any hepatic
toxicity, but further investigation is needed regarding whether
conformal RT planning to minimize dose to the core of the liver
is indeed helpful.

The use of CRS followed by HIPEC is controversial, but may have
benefits for a subset of sarcoma patients with intra-abdominal
tumors, specifically those with DSRCT [13, 14]. Prior adult studies
have evaluated the utility of CRS and HIPEC for a range of
malignancies with peritoneal involvement, including colorectal
and ovarian carcinoma, mesothelioma, and sarcoma [15]. CRS
and HIPEC in primary ovarian carcinoma have demonstrated a
survival benefit with morbidity that can be mitigated in high-

volume HIPEC centers and appropriate selection of patients
[16]. The use of CRS and HIPEC in children with peritoneal
malignancies has been reported, though with mixed reports
with respect to toxicity and survival outcomes [17, 18]. In our
cohort, four patients, all with DSRCT, received this approach
prior to WART in upfront therapy, and none had intra-abdominal
recurrence, acute or chronic toxicity >Grade 3. Ultimately,
there may be justification to study this approach prospec-
tively for DSRCT in young patients whose survival outcomes
remain poor.

Our data are limited by small numbers and a retrospective
study design, which restricts our ability to perform multivariable
analyses of factors associated with outcomes and toxicities. This
is a limitation inherent to rare tumor types in children and AYAs.
Our cohort is also heterogeneous, and analysis of outcomes by
histologic subgroup is limited by size and duration of follow-
up, which is relatively short for our DSRCT cohort compared to
RMS (Table 1). We also note that few patients were identified
who received WART prior to 2010, which could be a reflection
of practice change but may be due to inclusion bias. Five patients
had residual disease within the abdomen prior to WART, among
which the burden of disease would have been variable, limiting
efficacy assessment for this group. Assessment of late toxicity
related to WART is also limited and may be underestimated by
the duration of follow-up and the lack of prospective toxicity
data collection. However, as a national registry cohort, our results
are also generalizable across diverse care settings. Our study is
further strengthened by high-fidelity data collection, including
the availability of digital RT data, which is otherwise challenging
to perform in a multi-institutional setting outside of national
cooperative clinical trials groups. Despite this, the challenge
of legacy RT planning systems precluded us from separately
determining doses to the kidney cortex versus hilum or liver core;
additional research is needed to evaluate optimization parameters
best suited to minimizing organ-at-risk doses while maximizing
PTV coverage.

In summary, we demonstrate the efficacy of WART for children
and young adults with intra-abdominal sarcoma. The treatment is
generally well tolerated and is associated with a high probability
of tumor control, particularly when used in the upfront setting
for tumors with abdominal dissemination. WART should remain
an important component of controlling these aggressive malig-
nancies, following discussion with patients and families about
potential long-term toxicities, including SMN.

Acknowledgments

This work was supported by CanSaRCC.

Conflicts of Interest

The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

References

1. T. Mack and B. Purgina, “Updates in Pathology for Retroperitoneal Soft
Tissue Sarcoma,” Current Oncology 9, no. 9 (2022): 100586.

8 of 9

Pediatric Blood & Cancer, 2025

85U8017 SUOWILIOD) BAITE8.D) 3|qedt|dde sy Aq peusenob afe soppiiie YO @SN JO Sa|n. 10} A%id18UlIUO /8|1 UO (SUORIPUOD-PUR-SWLBYWOY" A8 | 1M AeIq 1 Bulu0//SANY) SUORIPUOD Pue SWLB | 8y} 88S *[620z/S0/7T] Uo ARiqi auljuo A8|IM ‘89.TE 90d/200T 0T/I0p/W00" A8 | IM ARelq 1 Ut UO//:Scy WoJy papeojumod ‘0 ‘2 TOSSHST



2.J. H. Choi and J. Y Ro, “Retroperitoneal Sarcomas: An Update on the
Diagnostic Pathology Approach,” Diagnostics (Basel) 10, no. 9 (2020): 642,
https://doi.org/10.3390/diagnostics10090642.

3. K. A. Goodman, S. L. Wolden, M. P. La Quaglia, and B. H. Kushner,
“Whole Abdominopelvic Radiotherapy for Desmoplastic Small Round-
cell Tumor,” International Journal of Radiation Oncology, Biology, Physics
54, no. 1(2002): 170-176.

4. D. L. Casey, L. H. Wexler, M. P. LaQuaglia, P. A. Meyers, and S. L.
Wolden, “Favorable Outcomes After Whole Abdominopelvic Radiation
Therapy for Pediatric and Young Adult Sarcoma,” Pediatric Blood &
Cancer 61, no. 9 (2014): 1565-1569.

5.N. Roy Moulik, S. Vaidya, H. Mandeville, and J. C. Chisholm,
“Managing Peritoneal Involvement in Children and Young People With
Rhabdomyosarcoma: A Single-center Experience From the United King-
dom,” Pediatric Blood & Cancer 66, no. 9 (2019): 27805, https://doi.org/
10.1002/pbc.27805.

6. M. Kawamura, K. Okudaira, Y. Itoh, et al., “Whole Abdominopelvic
Intensity-modulated Radiation Therapy for Peritoneal Disseminated
Rhabdomyosarcoma With Three-Year Follow-Up: A Case Report,” Radi-
ation Oncology 14, no. 1 (2019): 127.

7. O. Barbosa Neto, A. Garant, S. Shakir, J. Brossard, P. Garde-Granger,
and C. Freeman, “Whole Abdominal-Pelvic Radiotherapy in the Manage-
ment of Primary Ewing Sarcoma of the Peritoneal Cavity,” Cureus 8, no. 1
(2016): 455, https://doi.org/10.7759/cureus.455.

8. V. Atallah, C. Honore, D. Orbach, et al., “Role of Adjuvant Radiation
Therapy after Surgery for Abdominal Desmoplastic Small Round Cell
Tumors,” International Journal of Radiation Oncology, Biology, Physics 95,
no. 4 (2016): 1244-1253.

9.C. C. Pinnix, H. P. Fontanilla, A. Hayes-Jordan, et al., “Whole
Abdominopelvic Intensity-Modulated Radiation Therapy for Desmoplas-
tic Small Round Cell Tumor after Surgery,” International Journal of
Radiation Oncology*Biology*Physics 83, no. 1 (2012): 317-326, doi:https://
doi.org/10.1016/].ijrobp.2011.06.1985.

10. M. J. A. Engelen, B. J. Snel, M. Schaapveld, et al., “Long-Term
Morbidity of Adjuvant Whole Abdominal Radiotherapy (WART) or
Chemotherapy for Early Stage Ovarian Cancer,” European Journal of
Cancer 45, no. 7 (2009): 1193-1200, doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejca.2009.
01.006.

11. M. M. Poppe, A. Tai, X. A. Li, et al., “Kidney Disease in Childhood Can-
cer Survivors Treated With Radiation Therapy: A PENTEC Comprehen-
sive Review,” International Journal of Radiation Oncology*Biology*Physics
119, no. 2 (2024): 560-574, doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijrobp.2023.02.040.

12. M. D. Hall, R. M. Howell, A. Jackson, et al.,, “Liver Late Effects
in Childhood Cancer Survivors Treated with Radiation Therapy: A
PENTEC Comprehensive Review,” International Journal of Radiation
Oncology*Biology*Physics 119, no. 2 (2024): 575-587, doi:https://doi.org/10.
1016/j.ijrobp.2023.06.002.

13. A. A. Hayes-Jordan, B. A. Coakley, H. L. Green, et al., “Desmoplastic
Small Round Cell Tumor Treated With Cytoreductive Surgery and
Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy: Results of a Phase 2 Trial,”
Annals of Surgical Oncology 25, no. 4 (2018):872-877, https://doi.org/10.
1245/510434-018-6333-9.

14. L. C. K. Wong, Z. Li, Q. Fan, et al., “Cytoreductive Surgery (CRS)
With Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy (HIPEC) in Peritoneal
Sarcomatosis—A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis,” European Jour-
nal of Surgical Oncology 48, no. 3 (2022):640-648, doi:https://doi.org/10.
1016/§.€j80.2021.10.013.

15. E. M. Pasqual, A. P. Londero, M. Robella, et al., “Repeated Cytore-
duction Combined With Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy
(HIPEC) in Selected Patients Affected by Peritoneal Metastases: Italian
PSM Oncoteam Evidence,” Cancers (Basel) 15, no. 3 (2023): 607, https://
doi.org/10.3390/cancers15030607.

16. P. Filis, D. Mauri, G. Markozannes, M. Tolia, N. Filis, and K Tsilidis,
“Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy (HIPEC) for the Manage-

ment of Primary Advanced and Recurrent Ovarian Cancer: A Systematic
Review and Meta-analysis of Randomized Trials,” ESMO Open 7, no. 5
(2022): 100586, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esmoop.2022.100586.

17. A. Scalabre, P. Philippe-Chomette, G. Passot, et al., “Cytoreductive
Surgery and Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Perfusion With Chemother-
apy in Children With Peritoneal Tumor Spread: A French Nationwide
Study Over 14 Years,” Pediatric Blood & Cancer 65, no. 4 (2018): €26934,
https://doi.org/10.1002/pbc.26934.

18. Z. Zhu, X. Chang, J. Wang, et al., “Cytoreductive Surgery and
Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy for Peritoneal Malignant
Tumors in Children: Initial Experience in a Single Institution,” Frontiers
in Surgery 9, (2022): 1078039, https://doi.org/10.3389/fsurg.2022.1078039.

Supporting Information

Additional supporting information can be found online in the Supporting
Information section.

9 0f9

85U8017 SuOWIWOD aAIe.D 8|qeat|dde sy Aq peusenob ae sopie YO 8sn o sa|n. Jo} Aig18uluQ 8|1\ UO (SUOIIIPUOD-PUB-SLULBI/LL0D A3 | 1M Akelq 1 BUl|UO//Sdny) SUONIPUOD pue swie | 8y 8eS *[520z/S0/7T] o Akeiqiauljuo |1 ‘89,2 TE 90d/200T 0T/10p/w0d A8 m Ale.q 1puljuoy/:sdny wouy pepeojumoq ‘0 ‘ZTOSSYST


https://doi.org/10.3390/diagnostics10090642
https://doi.org/10.1002/pbc.27805
https://doi.org/10.7759/cureus.455
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijrobp.2011.06.1985
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejca.2009.01.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijrobp.2023.02.040
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijrobp.2023.06.002
https://doi.org/10.1245/s10434-018-6333-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejso.2021.10.013
https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers15030607
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esmoop.2022.100586
https://doi.org/10.1002/pbc.26934
https://doi.org/10.3389/fsurg.2022.1078039

	Whole Abdominal Radiotherapy Is Tolerable and Effective in Children and Young Adults With Intra-Abdominal Sarcoma: A Canadian Sarcoma Research and Clinical Collaboration (CanSaRCC) Study
	1 | Introduction
	2 | Methods
	3 | Results
	3.1 | Patient Characteristics
	3.2 | Radiation Therapy
	3.3 | Outcomes
	3.4 | HIPEC

	4 | Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	Conflicts of Interest
	References
	Supporting Information


